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I am a form-agnostic storyteller.

I work with scientists, policy makers, and
activists to help them tell emotional characterbased stories for positive change.

The stories I tell are driven by science,
both in content and design. I tell these
stories wherever I can find opportunity,
meaning my work covers lots of ground.
When I’m not hosting workshops or
conducting research, I’m creating science
communication in three different ways.

WRITTEN WORD
VISUAL DESIGNS
DIGITAL MEDIA

WRITTEN WORD
I often call what I write poetry.
Not in the sense that what I write
always rhymes, but that often I
try to say as much between the
lines, as within them. These
underlying feelings propel the
audience forward into the story.

JOURNALISM
Excerpts from my most recent publications as part of my
paid and volunteer work.
TU Delft Stories
Growing into an Energy Transition

Justice & Peace (Den Haag-based NGO)
Madi, a voice for change in The Gambia

Some decisions are so large, that no one person or
model could begin to capture the entire picture at
once. Associate professor Igor Nickolic researches how
to work around this reality by capturing multiperspectives in several models at once to understand
the hidden systems behind our largest energy
transition projects.

COVID-19 impacts every individual differently. For
Gambian human rights defender Madi Jobarteh,
that means balancing time between helping
individuals impacted by quarantine measures while
simultaneously helping to prepare the country for
the upcoming constitutional referendum. “I stay at
home most of the time, but I also go out sometimes.
I go to a lot of organisations doing food distribution
to poor families…If I’m not out, I’m on Skype
conferences a lot of the time. Meetings to discuss
other issues because It’s not just about COVID-19.
In The Gambia right now we are also in a transition
to build a democratic society with a new
constitution. That constitution has been drafted
now, so we are also active to push so that we will
have a new constitution by 2021.“

Igor Nickolic’s office overflows with trinkets, oddities
and weekend craft projects. A collection of assorted
relics of a hidden system that is constantly working to
power our world. He likes to keep them around to
ground his research in the physical, and these objects
help reveal the complex web of energy infrastructure
that powers our world. “There’s such a disconnect
between these mega-large systems we use daily
without realising it. It’s only a limited number of
people who directly work with that who have any
sense of scale. You have to have been to a chemical
plant to realise how big it is. That’s why I have it…

It has been a long road to this constitution, now in
the proposal stage, and COVID-19 is just the latest
hurdle on the path towards peace and justice…

Fortunate Accidents
Exploring the Complexities of
Palm Oil Foundation for Inclusion
(a non-profit in Washington DC)

Fire and Hedges
Expanding Democracy for
Participatory Value Evaluation
(a TU Delft-based start-up)

Food Desert USA
The Impact of Food Deserts
Policy Modelling Lab
(a Den Haag-based consultancy)

Her office wasn’t far, but she was
late. Always late, her mother had
yelled at her out the door. Nor
scoffed, and headed away from
her office, into the city. Wouldn’t
be a problem if she didn’t have to
live with her parents so far away.

It wasn’t always this way. There
was a time before, when the world
was smaller. Things were still
taking shape, the people still
learning to live together. The fires
that fuelled their civilisations were
kept safe by monarchs in a
grandiose halls, far from the
hands of the people. Access was
only if you were in the favour of
whoever happened to have the
keys at that moment.

Stuck in the world’s bread basket
and not a single place to buy a
loaf of bread. Not since Mr.
Johnson closed his store two
years ago. Since then, every week,
little old Marietta has hobbled out
of house and into her Oldsmobile,
the one Frank and her bought on
their fiftieth anniversary, to make
the one-hour drive to the next
town to buy groceries. Normally it
would take forty minutes, but
Marietta keeps forgetting the
speed limit isn’t 55 anymore. Kids
in sports cars speed past her as
she clutches the steering wheel,
knuckled down over the road,
squinting to differentiate between
mailboxes and oncoming traffic.
Things were so much easier when
Frank was alive. When the kids
were home. When Mr. Johnson
still had his supermarket in the
village. Mariettta isn’t the only
one….

She stopped at the small cart on
the corner, past the cluster of men
in cheap suits sipping tea and
sucking down counterfeit
cigarettes and around the pile of
discarded cups and torn
wrappers. Her eyes flutter over
line of newspapers: Sinchew,
Malaysia Kini, Sinar Harian.
Finally theirs, the significantly
smaller local beat, pressed in their
own shop down the street. Each of
them dominated by the same
headline: EU Bans Palm Oil….

One by one people began to take
control of their own flames. Some
nations collected little handfuls bit
by bit, others kicked in the doors
to the grand halls and made off
with as much as they could carry.
Their fire needed a new home. No
longer could it lay out of sight,
providing comfort to only those
who could afford it…

PROSE

Three openings of
mythological stories
written to explore
scientific concepts.

VISUAL DESIGNS
I believe in clear, bold designs.
Influenced by designers such as
Massimo Vignelli and Don Norman,
along with scientist such as Cole
Nussbaumer-Knaﬄic and Mike
Morrison, these simple yet striking
concepts are proven to be more
eﬀective at communication.

METAGRAPHIC

TRADITIONAL
REPORT

MYTH

INFOGRAPHIC

My Master’s Thesis work tested the effect of
form on science communication in print.

The myth performed best in messaging and recall.

Imagery play in an important role in what I have to say.
I often combine my
loves of poetry and
photography,
writing what I feel
as I see the world
around me.

I strive to make my
presentations as
appealing visually as
they are verbally.

DIGITAL MEDIA
As a film-maker & podcaster, I offset
words with silence to make the audience
think and feel. Stories belong to the
communities that tell them, and in these
forms we can leverage their voice in
unique ways. Samples of my work are
currently available on my website and
social media.

She’s So Hormonal: A stop-motion story of the systems
that drive the menstrual cycle, and what these
chemicals do and do no effect.

Circular Stories: My journey through a Tandem
Europe project with Villa Gillet in Lyon and
LDE Centre for Sustainability in Leeuwarden.

Solotvyno: A collaboration with video
producer Gijs Walastra for the
ImProDiReT, an EU 2020 Project.
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Making Myths

15 episodes of podcast

I believe that storytelling has an essential
role to play in addressing our greatest
challenges. These stories cannot be told
alone. Perspective matters.
My experience as an engineer, policy
analyst and of just being a human helps me
to create in a participatory process. A place
where each of us can explore the systems
underneath our daily lives through our own
words.

Stories of science transforming society.

Today’s stories will become part of tomorrow’s
mythos. By taking an intentional approach to
their design, we can create a better future
together.

every word
an opportunity
with every line
intentional design
our myths
are the metric
by which
future children
will judge
our minds
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we’ve almost forgotten
that’s the way
we humans
have always been
so ask yourself
what is it
that we need
to say today?
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